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Conservation and Restoration of Molybdobulls from the
Fund of the Archaeological Museum “Veliki Preslav”

Alexander Gorchev?, Dimitar Dimitrov*?
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“National Archaeological Institute with Museum at the Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences, Bulgaria

Abstract: Archaeological Museum “Veliki Preslav” has over 110 years of
history. It was founded as part of the Archaeological Society "Ticha" on October 26,
1906 and lasted in this form until 1949. Then the museum was provided with a large
building next to the church monument "St.St. Cyril and Methodius”, not far from the
Preslav Palace. In 1981, the museum was moved in a new purpose-built building,
where it still welcomes history lovers from around the world. At the permanent
exhibition you can see epigraphic monuments that testify to the spread of literature, as
well as examples of artistic crafts, showing the rise of the Bulgarian state. The most
striking examples of this are the Preslav golden treasure and objects of the Preslav
white clay pottery. More than 35,000 objects are stored in the museum funds, 1700 of
which are presented in the exposition hall. The most significant Preslav samples have
been included in dozens of international exhibitions, in hundreds of scientific
publications, film and media productions. Today Veliki Preslav has its own
archeological museum with a magnificent exposition, visited annually by tens of
thousands of Bulgarian and foreign tourists. The museum's collections most fully
present the phenomenon of the Golden Age and illustrate the place of Simeon's
capital as a leading center of Slavic writing, art and art crafts in Southeast Europe in
the ninth and tenth centuries.

More than 570 sphragistic monuments are stored in the museum's fund. For
most of them there is accurate information about their location, which makes them full
sources for Bulgarian history from IX - XI century.

In 1978, a team of archaeologists led by Ivanka Akrabova-Zhandova,
exploring the area in the southeastern part of the inner city of Preslav, discovered a
building with massive foundations and preserved squares of construction, which plan
resembles a pagan temple or shrine. As a result of the excavations, which continued
in the following years, more than 500 molybdobulls, 250 lead cores and three molds
for their casting have been discovered. These findings testify to the administrative
nature of the building, in which not only the correspondence was stored, but it was
also sent. Therefore, we are talking about an chancellery that served the local
Byzantine strategists. Thanks to the seals found there, we found the names of 17
strategists of Preslav in the period 971-1059. The molybdobulls also present the
names of persons who wrote to the local strategist. Almost all social groups in the
empire are represented - from the emperor himself to the common spatary.

In 2019, 50 lead seals were included in the exhibition” At the Gates of the
Royal Court. Treasures of Veliki Preslav”, which was opened at the Archaeological
Museum in Sofia. In 2020, the project "Conservation and restoration of molybdobulls
from the Strategy in Great Preslav" was completed. This project was implemented by
the Archaeological Museum "Veliki Preslav" in partnership with National
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Archaeological Institute with Museum at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. 100 of
the most affected molybdobulls have undergone conservation and restoration.

Restoration activities are a necessary step that must be carried out before the
digitalization of the sphragistic fund.

Keywords: Conservation; Restoration; Molybdulls.
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Pe3rome: Apxeornoeudeckusm wmy3el ,Benuku [lpecnas“ uma Had 110-
e2o0uwHa ucmopusi. Toli e 0cHo8aH Kamo Yacm om Apxeorio2auyeckomo Opyxecmeo
,ju4a“ Ha 26 okmomepu 1906 e. u npocwuecmaysa nod masu ¢hopma 0o 1949 e.
Tozasa Ha my3esi e npedocmaeeHa 2onisiMa cepada 0o xpam-namemHuka ,Ce. Cs.
Kupun u Memodui“, Hedane4y om npecnasckusi dgopeu. lNpe3 1981 2. mysesm e
HacmaHeH 8 Hoea, crieyuasHo rocmpoeHa cepalda, kbOemo u 00 OHec riocpewja
nobumenu Ha ucmopusima om Uss ceam. B nocmosiHHama ekcriosuyusi Mozam 0a ce
s8udsam enuepaghcku namemHuyu, Koumo ceudemersicmseam 3a pasnpocmpaHeHuemo
Ha KHWXO0BHOCmMMa, Kakmo u o0bpa3yu Ha XyOoxecmeeHume 3aHasimu, rokassawju
8b3x00a Ha bbrieapckama Obpxaea. Hadl-spku npumepu 3a mosa ca lNpecrnasckomo
31amHo cbKposuwe u u3denusima Ha [lpecrnasckama 6ernoznuHeHa kepamuka. B
my3eliHume ¢poHOose ce cbxpaHsieam rogede om 35 000 npedmemu, 1700 om
Koumo ca ripedcmaseHu 8 eKCro3uyuoHHUsi omoesn. Haul-3Hadyumume rpecnascku
obpa3syu ca eKnwo4YgaHu 8 decemku MexOyHapOOHU U3noxbu, 8 cmomuuyu Hay4yHU
usdaHus, cunmosu u medlulHu npodykmu. [Hec Benuku [Ipecnae uma ceos
apxeosioeudecku My3el C 8eslUKOJIeNHa €eKCcro3uyus, rocewjasaHa exe200HO Om
Oecemku xunadu bwbrizapcku u 4dyxdecmpaHHu mypucmu. Konekyuume Ha my3es
npedcmassm o Hal-nbfieH HayuH serneHuemo ,3nameH eek“ u umnocmpupam
mssicmomo Ha CumeoHOB8ama cmonuya Kamo 8odeuw, UeHmbp Ha crassiHckama
rnucMeHocm, U3Kycmeomo u xydoxecmseeHume 3aHasmu 6 Esponelickusi KO2ousmok
npes IX — X gexk.

Bbe ¢poHOa Ha my3esi ce cbxpaHsagam Had 570 cghpasucmuyHU namemHuka.
3a no-zonmmama 4acm om msAX UMa moYHa UHopmauyusi 3a MSXHOMO
MecmoHamupaHe, Koemo eu rnpasu Mb/IHOUEeHHU u38opu 3a bbrizapckama ucmopusi
om IX - Xl e.

lNpe3 1978 2. ekun om apxeosio3u, Hayerno ¢ MeaHka Akpabosa — XKaHdosa,
fpoyysaw, mepeHa 8 K2ou3moyHama 4yacm Ha ebmpewHuss epad Ha [Ipecnas,
paskpusa cepada ¢ MacusHU OCHOBU U CbC 3arnal3eHu keadpu om zpadexa, 4ulmo
rniaH Harodobsisa mMO3U Ha e3u4Yecku xpamM unu Kanuuwie. B pesynmam Ha
paskornkume, Koumo npodb/ikasam u rnpe3 credsawjume 200UHU, ca OmMKpumu
nogedye om 500 monuedosyna, 250 onoeHu si0pa U MpU Kaabhia 3a MSXHOMO
omnusaHe. Te3u HaxoOKu ceudemesicmeam 3a aOMUHUCMPamMUBHUS Xapakmep Ha
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cepadama, 8 KOSIMO He caMo Ce € CbxpaHsigasa KopecrioHOeHUuUs, HO ommyk e bura
u usnpawaHa. CrnedogamesniHo cmasa Oyma 3a KaHuesnapusi, Koasmo e obcnyxeana
MecmHume susaHmulicku cmpame3su. brazodapeHue Ha neyamume, HaMepeHU Myk,
eeye 3Haem umeHama Ha 17 cmpame3u Ha [llpecnas e nepuoda 971 — 1059 ea.
Monuedosynume npedcmassim U uMeHama Ha fuya, Koumo ca nucanau 00 MecmHusl
cmpamee. lNpedcmageHu ca MoYmMuU 8CUYKU coyuanHu epynu e umrnepusma — om
camusi umnepamop 0o 06UKHOBeHUsI criamapudl.

lMpe3 2019 e. 50 onosHu rnedama bsixa 6KMOYeHU 8 u3snoxbama ,[o
nopmume Ha KHsbkeckusi 0eop. Cbkposuwa om Benuku [lpecnas”, kosmo 6ewe
omkpuma 6 Apxeonoaudeckusam my3el 8 ep. Cocpus. [llpe3 2020 ea. npukro4u
npoekmbm ,KoHcepeayusi u pecmaspauyusi Ha mosiugdosynnu om Cmpameausima b8
Benuku [llpecnas®. To3u npoekm ce ocwbuecmsu om AM ,Benuku [lpecnas” e
napm+Hbopcmeo ¢ HAUM npu BAH. 100 om Hal-3aceezHamume Monuedo8yrsiu
npembprisixa KoHcepsauus u pecmaspauyusi.

PecmaspauuoHHume deliHocmu ca Heobxoduma cmwbrika, Kossmo mpsibea 0a
6wb0e usebpweHa npedu dueumarnulayusama Ha cehpacucmuyHUsT POHO.

Knroyoeu dymu: KoHcepeauusi; pecmaspayus; Mosuedosyriu.

ApxeonorndeckuaT mysen ,Benuku MNpecnas“ uma Hag 110-rognwiHa nctopums.
Ton e 0OCHOBaH KaTo YacT OT ApXeoriorm4yeckoTo apyxectso “Tuya” Ha 26 oKToOMBpU
1906 r. u npocoblecTByBa noa TasuM ¢dopma ao 1949 r. ToraBa Ha Mysesa e
npegocraBeHa rondma crpaga oo xpam-nametHuka “Cs. Ce. Kmpun n Metoguin”,
Hefaney oOT npecnaesckua asopeud. lNpe3 1981 r. mMy3edaT € HacTaHeH B HOBa,
crneumanHo nocTpoeHa crpaga, Kb4eTo U A0 AHeC nocpela nobutenn Ha nctopusata
OT udan ceBaT. B nocrtosHHaTa ekcnosvuuMsi mMoraT ga ce BuOAT enurpadcku
nameTHUUN, KOUTO cBMaeTencTBaT 3a pa3npoCTpaHEHNETO Ha KHWXXOBHOCTTA, KaKTo
n obpasum Ha XyOoKeCTBEeHUTe 3aHasTW, MNokasBalm Bb3xoda Ha Obnrapckarta
AbpxaBa. Hawn-apku npumepn 3a ToBa ca [lpecnaBCKOTO 3MaTHO CbKPOBULLE W
nsgenunara Ha [pecnaeckata GenornuHeHa kepamuka. B mysenHute ¢oHaoBe ce
cbxpaHaBat noseve ot 35 000 npeameta, 1 700 OoT KOUTO ca nNpeacTaBeHU B
nocToAHHaTa ekcnosvums. Han-sHaummnte npecrnascku obpasum ca BKIIOYBaHU B
AeCeTKN MeXOyHapOaHUN N3NoX0oK, B CTOTULMN HAYYHWN n3gaHnd, (ounmosn 1 MegumiHmn
npoayktn. [IHec Benukn lNpecnaB nma cBOSI apxeonornvyeckn My3emn ¢ BernvkosenHa
eKcno3nums, nocellaBaHa exerogHo oT AeCeTKU Xunsaam 6bnrapckm N YyxgectpaHHu
Typuctn. Konekummte Ha Myses NpeactaBAT MO HaW-MbJIEH HayuMH SABMAEHUETO
"3naTeH Bek” n uncTpupaT MACToTo Ha CMMeoHoBaTa CTONULA KaToO BOAELL LEHTHP
Ha cTapobbnrapckata MUCMEHOCT, W3KYCTBOTO W XyAOXECTBEHWTE 3aHasaTn B
EBponeinckusa KOromstok npes IX — X Bek.

BbB dhoHaa Ha My3eq ce cbxpaHsiBaT Hag 570 cparnctmyHn nameTHuka. 3a
no-rongmarta 4acT OT TAX MMa TOYHa WMHpopMauna 3a TAXHOTO MeCTOHamMupaHe,
KOETO v npaBu MbIIHOLEHHU n3Bopu 3a 6bnrapckata ucrtopums ot IX — Xl B.

Mpe3 1978 r. eknn OT apxeonosu, Hayeno ¢ MeaHka Akpaboea — XKaHgoea,
Npoy4Ball, TepeHa B Orom3TodHaTa 4yacT Ha BbTpeLHns rpag Ha Npecnas, paskpusa
crpaga C MacMBHM OCHOBM WM CbC 3anas3eHu KBagpu OT rpagexa, YMnuTo nnaH
HanopobsaBa TO3M Ha e3ndeckn xpam unu kanuwe (Michaylova, 2004: pp. 51-53). B



248 m Cultural and Historical Heritage: Preservation, Presentation, Digitalization
KIN Journal, volume 7, Issue 2, 2021, http://www.math.bas.bg/vt/kin/

pe3ynTtaT Ha pasKornkute, KOUTO npoabinkaBaT M npe3 crnegpawute roguHuW, ca
oTkpuTn noseye ot 500 monusgoByna, 250 ONOBHU s4pa U TPU Kanbna 3a TAXHOTO
otnuBaHe. (Jordanov, 1993: p. 15) Te3an Haxogkum cBugetencreaT 3a
aAMWHUCTPATMBHUA XapakTep Ha crpagarta B Kpas Ha X — Xl B., B KOATO He caMo ce e
CbXpaHsiBana KopecrnoHAeHUmnsa, HO OTTyK e 6una u uanpawadHa. CnegoBaTtenHo
CTaBa Ayma 3a kaHuenapus, KosaTo e obcrnyxsana MecTHUTE BU3AHTUIACKK CTpaTesu.
brnaropapeHue Ha nevaTuTe, HamMepeHn TyK, Beye 3HaeM UMeHaTa Ha 17 cTpaTeau
Ha lNpecnas B nepmnoga 971 — 1059 r. MonusgoBynUTE NpeaCcTaBAT U MMeHaTa Ha
nvua, KOUTO ca nucanu A0 MecTHus crpater. [lpeacTtaBeHM ca MOYMTU BCUYKM
couuanHu rpynu B nMnepuata — OT caMus nmnepatop 40 OBUKHOBEHWUSA criaTapui.
(Jordanov, 2019: pp. 78-79)

lMeyaTnTe, KOMTO Ca OTKPUTWU MO BPEME HA apXeosiorMyeckn NpoyyBaHUs B
lMpecnas, oTpassiBaT OCHOBHO ABa nepuoga: 1. [lenHocTTa Ha LapckaTa KaHuenapus
(893 — 971); 2. KaHuenapusaTa Ha Bu3aHTunckus ctpater (971 — 1087). 3Ha4yeHneTo
Ha Tean nedyaTn e noadHaBaTenHo. Te ca aBTEHTUYHU OOKYMEHTANHW M3TOYHMLUN,
YnATO MHpopmMauma e obekTuBHa M BsPHA. 3nMcaHOTO M NPeacTaBeHOTO BbPXY
neyaTute € CbLUEeCcTByBafio B TOYHO OnpedeneH MOMEHT, 3awoTo Te ca 4acT oT
XMBOTA N OT aAMUHUCTPATUBHATA NpaKTUKa.

3a nepmoga mexay 2019 — 2020 r. 150 monueaoByna ot doHga Ha AM
,Benvku lNpecnae” npeTbpnsaxa KOHcepBaLuMs N pecTtaBpauus B nabopartopusita Ha
HAMM — BAH. KoHcepBauuoHHO-pecTaBpauUMOHHUTE AeWHOCTUM uMaT 3a uen
onasBaHeTO Ha MaTepuanHoTO HU ABMXKUMO HacnegcTBO U CbXpaHsBaHETO Ha
MHopMaumaTa, KOATO HOCAT MONMBLOBYNUTE.

Mpe3 2019 r. 50 onoBHM NnevaTta B6sxa BKAOYEHU B nanoxodara ,[Jo noptute Ha
KHsbkeckns asop. Cbkposuwia ot Benuknm [Mpecnas”, koato Oewe oTkputa B
Apxeonoruydeckust mysen B rp. Cocpus. (Dimitrov, 2019: pp. 80-94) KoHcepBauusita u
pecTtaBpaumndaTa Ha monuegoBynuTe 6elle HanpaseHa oOT M. ac. A-p Netsa NeHkoBa u
Yasgap Yomakos.

Mpe3 2020 r. npukwYn npoekTbT ,KoHcepBauuss M pecTaBpauus Ha
monuegoBynn ot Ctpaternara BbB Benukn lMNpecnas”. To3n NpoekT ce OCbLLECTBU
ot AM ,Benuku [lpecnas” B napTtHbopctBO ¢ HAWMM-BAH. KoHcepBauMOHHO-
pecTtaBpauMoHUTe [OEeWHOCTM MO TMpOeKTa, KOUTO BKNOYBAT KOHCEpBaUus W
pectaBpauna Ha 100 OT HamW-3acerHaTuTe MOSIMBOOBYNM OT KonekuuaTa, 64xa
ocbLecTBeHn oT YaBgap Yomakos.
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O6ekKT: neyar; [lamsH, aHTUNaT, naTpuumm n ayk Ha Tpakna n Meconotamus
(70-e rog. Ha X B.)

MHB. Ne 220, Ccp. ¢b.(KaT. Ne 237)

MaTepMan: 0OJ10BO

CbcTosiHMe npeaun KoOHcepBauusa u pectaBpauua.

Kopo3vpana NoBbPXHOCT;
Marnku s3su 1 gecdpopmauuu;

cneav oT maTepuan, BEPOSITHO OT OpraHuyeH Npounsxof.

CbcTosiHue cnep KOHCepBaLuusa U pectaBpauua.

M3B'prIJeHa KOHCepBaLMOHHO-peCcTaBpauMOHHa HaMeca:

TpeTMpaHe Ha ob6ekta C aueToH W  eKCTPaKUUOHEeH GeH3WH
(obeamacnsBaHe, OTCTpaHsiBaHe Ha 3amMbpcsBaHUS W crnegu OT
Npeaxo4HN HamecK);

MeXaHN4YHO NOYNCTBaHE, KOHTPOIMpaHOo noAd onTu4ecko yBeJIn4eHue.
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O6GekT: neyart; JleoH CapakuHonyn, umnepaTtopckn npotocnatapui, ctpaTer
Ha Moanonon n Jopocton (971 — ?)

UHB. Ne 257, Ccop. db.(KaT. Ne 277)

MaTepMan: 0OJ10BO

CbcTosiHMe npeaun KoOHcepBauusa u pectaBpauua.

e KOpO3Mpana NoBbpPXHOCT;

e crneav oT matepwuar, BEPOSTHO OT OpraHMyeH Npou3xoa.

CbCcTosiHMe crie KOHCepBaUus U pecTaBpaums:

M3B'bpl.IJeHa KOHCepBaLUNOHHO-pecCcTaBpaunoOHHa HamMeca:

e TpeTMpaHe Ha oOOekTa C aueTtoH W EeKCTPaKUMOHeH OeH3uH
(obesmacnsiBaHe, OTCTpaHsiBaHE Ha 3aMbpcaABaHUA W criegu  oT
npeaxonHn Hamecwn);

e MeXaHU4YHO NoYncTBaHe, KOHTPOJIMpaHo noad onTn4ecko yesesind4eHne.

MpoekTbT ,KOHCEpBauusi 1 pecTaBpaumss Ha monueaoBynu ot CrparterusaTa
BbB Benukun MNpecnas” Tpsabea fa uMma CBOETO NpoAbIPKEHME, KOETO Aa Ce U3pasu B
LUSINOCTHA KOHCEpBaUMs U pecTaBpauMsi Ha BCUMYKM CPparMCTMYHM NameTHUUmM OT
boratata konekuma Ha AM ,Benukm [lpecnas”. ToBa wWwe nognoOMOrHe
aurnTanusaumusaTa Ha MysenHaTa Konekuusi, KOATO € B MNpsika Bpb3ka CbC
Cb3[aBaHeTO Ha OHNaWH KaTanor, KakTo U TakbB Ha XapTUEH HOCUTEN.
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